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IMMATURE PEREGRINE FALCON IN GARDEN CO. 
On the afternoon of 23 May 1972 Mary Tremaine and I were bird~ng 
along the road north from Crescent Lake Refuge to Lakeside, Nebraska. At a 
point about four miles north of the Refuge we stopped briefly to observe 
some birds beside the road. As we started up a pair of Blue-winged Teal 
flew across the road in front of the car. Suddenly we noted a commotion 
just inside the fence by the road, and when we focused our binoculars on it 
we found that a Peregrine Falcon had downed one of the Blue-winged Teal. 
We had not seen the Peregrine in the area, nor did we see which direction 
it came from. In fad, the whole thing happened so fast that we were not 
aware of it happening until the Peregrine had the Teal on the ground. All 
of this took place at a distance of about 75 feet, or possibly a little less. 
The Falcon was aware of our presence, and for several minutes held 
the live duck to the ground while it watched us as if to assure itself of our 
intentions. After it had gained sufficient confidence it began to pluck 
feathers from the bird. Eventually it removed the head and neck from the 
body and continued its meal. The entire process of cleaning and eating the 
bird seemed very slow and deliberate in spite of our presence and the live 
Teal struggling under its feet. 
After eating in this manner for some time (I really think we were too 
excited to estimate the time very accurately) the Falcon suddenly grasped 
the Teal in its talons and jumped into a ditch a few feet away where it was 
hidden from us. Then Mary tried to slip quietly from her truck and to get 
a camera with a 500 mm. lens from the back of her camper. At first there 
was no indication that the Falcon was aware of her movement, but before 
she finished at the back of the camper the Falcon rose out of the ditch, 
circled low over the camper, and then flew to the top of a fence post about 
400 feet away and began preening. Mary maneuvered the truck to a more 
favorable position and took several pictures from that distance. We hope 
they will be sufficient to document the presence of the bird. We had some 
faint hope that the bird had not finished its meal and would return to the 
Teal, but finally we decided that it would not do so while we were there, 
at least, and drove on. About an hour later, as we were returning to the 
Refuge, we saw a Peregrine that we assume to be the same one flying north-
ward, about two or three miles north of where we had observed it feeding. 
When we came to the place where it had fed, we stopped to examine the 
carcass of the Teal. The Peregrine had cleaned the meat quite thoroughly 
from the. neck and breast. It had not cleaned the feathers from the parts 
of the bird which it did not eat. The head and entrails were on the ground 
near the carcass. 
The Peregrine was in immature plumage, the mantle being a dark 
brown, with the head feathers almost black. The mustache marks were very 
heavy and dark. The upper breast was almost white, but the rest of the 
breast, belly, and legs was heavily spotted with brown. At least twice 
while the Peregine was on the ground it extended its near wing upward, 
giving us a good opportunity td observe the wing linings and axillars. We 
had another opportunity to observe the wing linings and' axillars when the 
bird circled low over the truck. The wing linings were fairly dark and there 
was no sign of black axillars. 
- Gail M. Shickley, Eldol'a, Colorado 
Nebraska Bird Heview 
THE SEVENTY -FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 
Fifty people registered for the meetings and about eighty attended the 
banquet at the Seventy-first Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithological 
Union held May 19 and 20, 1972, at Valentine. The Saturday meetings and 
the banquet were at the Episcopal Church, and the tabulation of the field 
trip results was made in the City Park. At the business meeting, held Satur-
day morning, it was decided that future death notices would be published in 
the Newsletter instead of in the Review. The following officers were elected: 
C. W. Huntley, Crete, president; Mrs. Shirley Doole, Lincoln, vice-president; 
Mrs. Clyde Johnson, Omaha, secretary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water, 
treasurer; Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, Librarian; and R. G. Cortelyou, Oma-
ha, editor. 
The Saturday afternoon program consisted of: 
Meadowlark Vocalizations - Kent Fiala, University of Nebr. at Lincoln 
Rare and Endangered Species in Nebraska - Ross Lock, Non-game 
Specialist, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln 
Nature Pictures - Mrs. Jerome Uridil, Chadron 
Wildlife Along the Oregon Trail - Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy, Scottsbluff 
Wildlife of the Prairie - Dr. Harvey Gunderson, University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln· 
Professor Doris Gates of Chadron State College had lost her voice and was 
unable to give her scheduled talk "Views from the Pine Ridge", but instead 
she wrote a short summary of the points she intended to make, and it was 
read by Kent Fiala. The speaker at the banquet was Dr. David Trauger, 
Iowa State University, who talked and presented slides on "The Lesser Scaup 
in the Northwest Territories", and then added a short presentation on the 
effect of oil exploration in northwestern Canada. 
A total of 126 species were reported seen in Cherry County for the ap-
proximately 48 hour period from the arrival of earliest Attenders about Fri-
day noon, until the count was made Sunday noon: Eared, Western, and 
Pied-billed Grebes; White Pelican, Double crested Cormorant; Great Blue 
and Black-crowned Night Herons; American Bittern, Canada Goose, Mal-
lard, Gadwall, Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveler, Redhead, Lesser Scaup, 
Ruddy Duck, Turkey Vulture; Red-tailed and Swainson's Hakws Golden Eagle 
Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Prairie Falcon, Sparrow Hawk, Sharp-tailed Grouse, 
Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, American Coot, Semipalmated Plover, 
Killdeer, Long-billed Curlew, Upland Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Les-
ser Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, American Avocet, Wilson's Phalarope; 
Ring-billed and Franklin's Gulls; Forster's Least, and Black Terns; Rock 
and Mourning Doves; Black-billed Cuckoo. 
Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Flicker; Red-headed Hairy, and Downy Wood-
peckers; Eastern and Western Kingbirds, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern 
and Say's Phoebes, Least Flycatcher, Eastern and Western Wood Pewees, 
Horned Lark; Tree, Bank, Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swallows; Blue 
Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch; House, Long-billed Marsh, and Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens; Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin, Wood and Swainson's 
Thrushes, Eastern and Western Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwings, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Starling; Bell's, Yellow-throated, Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos; 
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Yeliow and Chestnut-sided Warblers, Ovenbird, Yellowthroat, Yellow-breast-
ed Chat, American Redstart, House Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks, Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbirds, Orchard and Balti-
more Orioles, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Scarlet Tanag'er, 
Cardinal; Rose-breasted, Black-headed, and Blue Grosbeaks; Indigo and La-
zuli Butings, Dickcissel, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Lark 
Bunting; Grasshopper, Lark, Chipping, Field, Harris', and Song Sparrows. 
One of the Baltimore Orioles seen seemed to be a hybrid with a Bul-
lock's. 
1971 (FOURTEENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 
Two hundred and fifty-five species are shown in this report, compared 
to 262 in 1970, 252 in 1969, 239 in 1968, and 235 in 1967. The count would 
have been one greater if any of the birds reported as Empidonax species had 
been identified as an Acadian Flycatcher. Of the localities reporting Flick-
ers, Adams listed only "Flickers"; Scotts Bluff, Lincoln, and Lancaster 
reported both types; and Brown used the Red-shafted line and the remainder 
used the Yellow-shafted line, without crossing out the unused line. The west-
ern part of the state is not as well represented in number of reports as it 
has been in the past, and it is to be hoped that more areas will be reported 
in future reports. 
The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first 
(left). Two dates indicate the first and least records during the period. The 
symbols used are: 
JI, Au, Sp, 0, N, and D for the months. 
x when the day of the month was not given in a report which did specify 
dates in most cases. 
S - to indicate a species which arrived before July 1. 
- W to indicate a species which remained after December 31. 
P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly between periods. (S - W also indicates much the same thing, but 
is used in cases which are considered special circumstances, rath~r than a 
normal pattern.) 
The reporting locations, contributors, and special comments are: 
Adams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 102 species, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, re-
porter, Mrs. Eldon Percival, David Rose, Robert Spicknall, Elwin Turner, 
Harold Turner, Bernice Welch. The Whooping Cranes were seen south of 
Minden by David Rose, the Townsend's Solitaire was seen by Harold Turn-
er. This list does not include Pine Siskin, reported on the Christmas Count as 
having been seen December 18. 
Brown, Ainsworth, 104 species, Mrs. Edith Hurlbut. The Bobolinks were 
seen in Keya Paha County. 
Cass, Plattsmouth Refuge, 50 species, Loren and Barbara Padelford and 
Graham Chisholm, Bellevue. This list is based on one observation by the 
Padelfords and on observations on two visits, August 14 and September 1, 
by Mr. Chisholm, who tabulated the results at the editor's request. Because of 
the short period covered the list is not an adequate presentation of the birds 
- Text continued on page 40 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- DeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy lIBha 
ComronLoon N 6 o 23 
N 7 
Arctic Loon N 9 
N 16 
Horned Grebe o 8 o 8 o 23 
N 15 Nll 
Eared Grebe o 8 o 2 
o 17 
Western Grebe Sp 24 N 5 
o 8 N 9 
Pied-billed Grebe Sp 18 Jl N 10 Jl 16 N 7 Au 5 
o 8 Sp N 14 N 27 
White Pelican 0 8 o 11 Sp 24 011 
N 2 o 19 N 2 
Double-crested Cormorant S - Sp 9 Sp 29 
0 8 o 24 N 7 
Great Blue Heron S - S - S - Jl 24 Jl 16 N 7 S - Au 14 S -
Sp 25 N x Sp N 7 N 11 o 24 Sp 5 
Green Heron Au 21 Jl 23 Jl 12 S - Sp 1 
0 3 Sp 25 
Little Blue Heron Jl 23 - Au l l , 
Black-crowned S - Jl 23 Sp 4 o 3 
Night Heron Jl 8 Au 20 Sp 25 
Yellow-crowned Sp 23 Sp 25 
Night Heron o 24 
Least Bittern S - Au 28 
Sp 4 
American Bittern o 8 Sp 24 
Sp 25 
Canada Goose Jl 25 D 20 0 N 3 o 3 N 7 Sp 24 o 17 
- W D 18 - W N 2 
White-fronted Goose o 2 
Snow Goose Au 19 o 6 Sp 30 
N 9 D 29 N 27 
Blue Goose o 3 o 6 Sp 30 
N 9 D 29 N 27 
I'Ja11ard P P J1 S - P N 7 Sp 11 2 
0 D 18 D 31 N 5 
Gadwall Au 29 Au 30 N 7 o 31 
N 14 N 13 
Pintail Au 31 Jl J1 23 Au 2 N 7 Au 17 
0 D 18 N 14 N 7 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- IeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy rrBha 
Green-winged Teal o 9 Au Au 29 Sp 4 D 5 
0 o 26 o 28 
Blue-winged Teal S - Sp 18 S - Au 12 S - N 7 Jl 28 Au 14 
D 18 o 4 Sp Au 29 N 2 o 23 
American Widgeon Sp 18 Sp 29 Au 21 Sp 24 
o 9 o 26 D 19 N 20 
Shoveler Sp 18 Au 15 Sp 3 
N 14 N 6 
Wood Duck Au o 26 S - S -
Sp 25 o 31 
Redhead N 10 Sp 25 0 26 
N 21 N 26 
Ring-necked Duck o 8 
N 5 
Canvasback Au Jl 16 N 7 0 31 
0 N 15 N 20 
Lesser Scaup o 9 o 23 N 7 N 2 
N21 D 5 
Common Goldeneye N 9 N 11 N 10 
D 25 D 19 N 27 
Bufflehead o 9 N 10 N 5 N 7 0 31 
D 19 N 14 
Ruddy Duck o 9 Jl Sp 25 o 30 
0 D 19 N 28 
Hooded Merganser Sp 24 
Comrron Herganser 0 N 7 Sp 18 
D 19 D 17 
Red-breasted v,erganser N 10 
N 27 
Turkey Vulture S - Sp 18 N 27 o 15 Au 14 Jl 3 
Au 29 Sp 5 
Goshawk 0 5 
Sharp-shir~ed Hawk Sp 18 Sp 20 Sp 26 Sp 11 
N 2 0 17 
Ccoper's Hawk D 19 Sp 28 
Red-tailed Hawk P Au 8 P P P P Au 14 P 
Red-shouldered Hawk 0 ll~ P 
0 19 
Bread-winged Hawk 0 3 Sp 11 
Sp 26 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- DeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coIn caster Bend Sarpy maha 
Swainson's Hawk Sp 14 S - Sp 3 o 2 Sp 1 
D 18 o 14 Sp 23 
Rough-legged Hawk Sp 14 N 4 D 18 Nll N 7 o 16 -
D 18 D 19 D 18 D 18 
Ferruginous Hawk D 25 o 9 
Golden Eagle P Sp 18 D o 15 o 9 
Bald Eagle N 28 D 24 D D 15 N 7 D 5 
- W -W - W D 18 
fursh Hawk P P P P Sp 6 P 
D 18 
Osprey Sp 19 
Prairie Falcon o 9 o 20 N 12 
N 28 - W 
Peregrine Falcon Sp 24 Sp 6 
Pigeon Hawk o 23 
Sparrcw Hawk P P S - P P P Au 14 P 
0 
Sharp-tailed Grouse P 
Bobwhite P P P P P P Au 14 P 
Ring-necked Pheasant P P P P P P Au 14 P 
Turkey P 
Whooping Crane o 31 
N 10 
Sandhill Crane 0 24 N21 0 o 28 
0 30 N 26 N 14 
King Rail S -
Sp 11 
Sora S - o 16 
Sp 26 
Alrerican Coot Sp 18 Sp 18 S - Jl 23 S - N 7 Sp 12 
D Au 29 D 19 N 7 
Semipalmated Plover Au 14 
Piping Plover Jl 15 
Killdeer S - S - S - P S - Jl 15 S - Au 14 S -
D 18 o 4 N D 23 N 7 o 30 o 19 
American Woodcock Sp 11 
o 3 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- r:eSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy lIl3ha 
Cornrron Snipe Jl 25 o 1 Sp11 
D 18 D 19 
Long-billed Curlew S - Jl 
Au 8 
Upland Plover S - S - S - S -
Au 20 Au 18 Au Jl 5 
Spotted Sandpiper Jl 13 Jl 12 Jl 15 S -
Au 22 Sp 18 Au 6 
Solitary Sandpiper Au 9 Au 15 Sp 3 Au 14 
Sp 23 Sp 11 
Willet Jl 8 Au 22 
Greater Yellowlegs Au 22 Au 15 Sp 3 
Au 29 o 24 o 16 
Lesser Yellow legs Au 29 Au Au 15 Sp 3 Au 14 
Sp 23 Sp o 19 
Pectoral Sandpiper ,n 22 Sp 6 Sp 1 
Au 17 
Baird's Sandpiper Au 21 Au Au 22 
Au 23 Sp 
Least Sandpiper Jl 16 Sp 1 
Sp 11 
Dunlin Au 15 
Dowitcher sp. Au 7 Au 29 o 8 
Sp 6 
Stilt Sandpiper o 9 Au Au 11 
Sp Sp 19 
Semipalmated Sandpiper Au 11 
Sp 9 
Sanderling Jl 27 
Arrerican Avocet S - Au 29 Jl 31 
Jl 25 
Wilson's Phalarope Au 22 Jl Au 21 
0 
Herring Gull D 29 o 28 Sp 7 
D 14 D 18 
Ring-billed Gull Sp 13 N 15 N 2 Jl 31 Sp 19 
N 8 D11 D 19 D 5 
Franklin's Gull Jl 25 S - Sp o 2 Jl 31 o 23 
o 9 o 4 o 6 o 25 
Forster's Tern Jl 31 o 9 
Sp 4 
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Scotts Lin- Brown AdaJJl3 Lan- DeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy lIl3.ha 
COllUIDn Tern Au 1 
Least Tern o 6 Au 22 Jl 15 Jl 3 Au 14 
Jl 26 
Black Tern Jl 2 Au 29 Jl 22 Au 1 Au 14 
Au 31 Sp 7 
Rock Dove P P P P P Sp 1 P 
M:lurning Dove S - S - S - P P S - Au 14 S -
D 18 o 5 0 - W - W 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo S - S - S - S - S - Au 14 S -
Au 31 Au 21 Au 1 o 24 Au 29 Au 25 
Black-billed Cuckoo S - S - S - S - S - S -
Au 21 Au Au 4 Sp 23 Sp 11 Au 1 
Barn Owl S -
Sp 
Screech Owl P S - P P P 
Au 
Great Horned Owl P P P P P P P 
Burrowing Owl S - P Jl 9 
Sp 19 o 20 
Barred Owl Jl 18 Au P P 
Long-eared Owl o 28 
- W 
Short-eared Owl Jl 13 
Whip-poor-will Sp 11 S -
Au 26 
Poor-will S -
Au 1 
Common Nighthawk S - S - S - S - S - S - Sp 1 S -
Sp 2 Au 18 0 Sp 19 o 24 o 6 Sp 21 
Chimney Swift S - S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 8 Sp 3 o 1 o 10 o 7 o 3 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird o 2 Au 21 S - S -
Sp 26 Sp 16 Sp 3 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird Au 25 
Au 27 
Belted Kingfisher P S - S - P P S - S -
N x 0 - W Au 25 
Flicker P P P P P P Au 14 P 
Red-bellied Woodpecker P P P Sp 1 P 
34 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Hairy \voodpecker 
Downy ~7oodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Cassin's Kingbird 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Say's Phoebe 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Traill's Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
Empidonax sp. 
Eastern Wood Pewee 
vies tern Wood Pewee 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Horned Lark 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff S"i,vallow 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- DeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff ocln caster Bend Sarpy maha 
S - S - S-
sp 25 Sp 14 0 
p P p 
p P P 
S - S - S-
sp 23 Sp II Sp 
S - S-
sp 12 D 18 
p 
p 
o 12 
D 18 
p 
p 
S - S-
Au 30 0 3 
S - S-
sp 19 Sp 19 
S - S - S-
sp Au 29 Sp 4 
Sp 25 
S - Au 7 S-
Au 0 3 
S -
Sp 19 
S -
Sp 18 
P p 
S -
Sp 
S -
Sp 
p 
Au 
S -
Sp 
S -
Sp 
S -
Sp 25 
Sp 19 
S - Jl 15 
Sp 4 
Sp 4 Au 31 
p 
Au 20 
Sp 7 
S -
Sp 11 
p 
Sp 4 
S -
Au 22 
S -
Au 16 
S - S - S - S - S-
sp 22 Sp 18 0 0 4 0 8 
S - S - S-
sp 18 Sp 14 Sp 
Jl 22 
Jl 31 
S - Au 14 S-
- W Au 25 
o 31 
D 5 
p P 
P Au 14 P 
S - Au 14 
Sp 25 
S -
Sp 23 
S -
Sp 16 
S -
Au 29 
Sp 11 
Au 29 
Sp 19 
S -
Sp 16 
Au 21 
Sp 23 
P Sp 1 
Au 1 Au 14 
Sp 3 
S -
Sp 7 
S -
Au 1 
S -
Sp 3 
S -
Au 5 
S -
Au 25 
S -
Jl 15 
S -
Jl 15 
P 
S -
Au 25 
S - Au 14 S-
o 16 0 3 
Jl 31 
Sp 5 
S -
Sp 5 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- DeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff oom caster Bend Sarpy maha 
Purple Martin S - S - S - S - S - S -
Au 31 Au Au 16 Sp 4 Sp 26 Au 31 
Blue Jay P S - P P P P Au 14 P 
D 13 
Black-billed Magpie P P P P Note 
Cornrron Crav P P P P P P Au 14 P 
Pinon Jay P 
Black-capped Chickadee P P P P P P Sp 1 P 
Tufted Ti tllDuse S - P P 
N 12 
White-breasted Nuthatch o 16 D P P P Sp 1 P 
-W 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Au 9 Sp 12 Au 31 
- W - W o 10 
Bravn Creeper D 21 N o 14 o 6 021 
- W - W -W - W 
House Wren S - S - S - S - S - S - Au 14 S -
Sp 19 Sp 19 Sp o 14 o 14 o 6 o 18 
Winter Wren o 13 
N 10 
Bewick's Wren o 3 
Carolina Wren p P 
Long-billed Marsh Wren S - o 2 
Sp 24 o 16 
Short-billed Marsh Wren Sp 25 o 23 
Rock Wren S -
Sp 18 
M::lckingbird S - S - S -
Sp 18 Sp 26 Au 3 
Catbird Sp 12 Jl 30 S - S - S - S - S -
o 3 Au 3 Sp Sp 21 o 10 o 9 Sp 5 
B= Thrasher S - S - S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 19 o 4 0 D 19 o 24 o 10 Sp 9 
Robin p S - P P P S - Au 14 S -
NIl - W -W 
Wood Thrush S - Sp 23 S - Sp 1 
Sp Sp 5 
Hermit Thrush o 3 
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Sootts Lin- Brown Adarrs Lan- reSoto IOug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy lIEha 
Swainson's Thrush Au 12 Sp 18 Sp 11 Sp 11 
o 18 o 7 Sp 16 
Gray-cheeked Thrush Sp 14 
Sp 15 
Veery Sp 23 
Eastern Bluebird S - S - P P Au 14 P 
D11 D 
Mountain Bluebird Sp 10 
Sp 19 
Townsend's Solitaire Sp 18 o 27 
- W 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Au 5 
Golden-crowned Kinglet o 20 o 14 o 13 
D 18 D 19 D 12 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Sp 18 D 18 Sp 11 Sp 22 
N 14 N 10 
Water Pipit o 9 o 14 
Sprague's Pipit o 9 
Cedar Waxwing Sp 18 Sp D 18 Jl 18 Au 21 
-W -W -W D 19 D 16 
Northern Shrike D 18 D 18 
- W 
Loggerhead Shrike S - o 6 S - S - Sp 16 
Sp 25 D 19 Au 23 
Starling P P P P P P Au 14 P 
White-eyed Vireo Jl 4 
Bell's Vireo S - S - S - S -
Au 15 Au o 3 Sp 12 
Yellow-throated Vireo S -
Sp 24 
Solitary Vireo Sp 11 Jl 10 
Sp 24 o 17 
Red-eyed Vireo S - S - S - S - S -
Au 10 Au 6 0 Au 22 Sp 26 
Warbling Vireo S - S - S - S - S -
Jl 10 Sp Sp 9 Sp 11 Sp 16 
Black-and-white Warbler Sp Au 20 Sp 11 
Sp 11 Sp 25 
Prothonotary Warbler Sp 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adarrs Lan- IeSoto fuug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy IJBha 
Tennessee Warbler Au 29 - Sp 26 
Sp 13 
Orange-crowned Warbler Sp 18 Sp 10 - Sp 25 
o 24 o 30 o 10 
Nashville Warbler Sp 12 - Sp 5 
o 26 011 
Yellow Warbler S - S - S - Sp 20 S - S - Sp 1 
Jl 10 Au 15 0 o 3 Sp 6 
Magnolia Warbler o 1 Sp 11 
Black-throated Blue Sp 23 - Sp 25 
Warbler Sp 25 
Myrtle Warbler o 1 Sp 25 Sp Au 27 Sp 25 - Sp 29 
o 9 o 4 N 1 o 24 N 20 
Audubon's Warbler Sp 25 
o 14 
Black-throated Green Sp 16 - Sp 25 
Warbler 021 o 17 
Chestnut-sided Warbler - Sp 21 
Bay-breasted Warbler Sp 19 
o 3 
Blackpoll Warbler Sp 
Ovenbird Sp 1 S -
Sp 18 Sp 26 
Northern Waterthrush Sp 24 
Louisiana Waterthrush - Sp 24 
Kentucky Warbler - Jl 4 
Au 16 
Connecticut Warbler Sp 1 
o 16 
MJurning Warbler - Sp 5 
Sp 26 
Yellowthroat S - S - S - S - Au 14 S -
Sp 18 Au 21 o 16 o 2 Au 30 
Yellow-breasted Chat S - S - S -
Jl 15 Sp Au 21 
Wilson's Warbler Sp 4 Au 20 
o 1 o 1 
Ca"1ada Warbler Au 28 - Au 29 
Sp 15 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- r:eSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy maha 
Arrerican Redstart Sp 5 S - S - S -
Sp 18 Sp Sp 25 Au 29 
House Sparrow P P P P P P Au 14 P 
Bobolink Jl 1 S - S - S -
Au 7 Au Au 14 
Eastern Meadowlark P P J1 15 S - P 
o 16 
Meadcwlark sp. P 
~-
Western Meadowlark P P P P P J1 15 S - P 
o 30 
Yellcw-headed Blackbird S - S - S - Au 15 S -
Sp 18 Sp Au 28 Sp 23 Jl 14 
Red-winged Blackbird P S - S - P S - S - Au 14 S -
Nx 0 D 19 -W N 15 
Orchard Oriole S - S - S - S - J1 24 S - S -
J1 13 Au 15 J111Sp4 Au 29 Au 15 
Baltimore Oriole S - S - S - S - S - S - Au 14 S -
J1 30 Au 31 Sp Sp 23 o 26 Sp 11 Au 23 
Bullock's Oriole S -
Jl 25 
Rusty Blackbird S - D 18 D 4 N 7 N 7 
0 - W - W 
Brewer's Blackbird Sp 6 - J15 o 17 
o 3 013 N 6 
ColIlIDnGrackle S - S - S - P S - S - Au 14 S -
Sp 27 o 6 0 D19 - W o 27 
Brown-headed Ccwbird S - S - S - S - S - S - S -
o 9 o 6 0 D 4 D 19 o 23 N 5 
Scarlet Tanager S -
Au 5 
S\D1'Dler Tanager Sp 16 
Cardinal S - P P P P Au 14 P 
Au x 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak S - S - S - S -
0 Au 31 o 6 Sp 2 
Black-headed Grosbeak S - S - S -
J1 15 Au 26 Au 31 
Blue Grosbeak S - S - S - S - S - S -
Au 22 Sp J1 11 Au 15 Au 14 Sp 1 
Indigo Bunting S - S - S - Au 14 S -
Au Sp4 Sp5 Au 25 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- DeSoto D:lUg- CasE Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy JIEha 
Lazudi Bunting S -
Au 5 
Dickcissel S - S - S - S - Jl 15 S - S -
Au 9 Sp Au 8 Sp 19 Sp 3 Au 15 
Evening Grosbeak N 29 
- W 
Purple Finch N 23 o 22 o 22 
D 18 - W -W 
House Finch P 
Pine Siskin P Sp N 6 013 
-W -W D21 
American Goldfinch P P P P P P Au 14 P 
Rufous-sided Towhee S - S - S - D 18 S - S - S -
o 24 Sp 29 Sp N 12 N 10 Au 25 
Lark Bunting S - S -
Sp 5 0 
Savannah Sparrow o 27 Sp 8 o 2 Au 25 
o 19 
Grasshopper Sparrow S - S - S -
Sp o 16 Au 1 
Le Conte's Sparrow Sp 25 
Henslow's Sparrow Sp 9 
Vesper Sparrow S - Au 15 o 16 
o 21 o 24 
Lark Sparrow S - S - S -
Sp 25 Sp J1 20 
Slate-colored Junco o 9 o 27 D o 29 013 o 6 o 6 
- W - W - W - W - W - W - W 
Oregon Junco o 9 o 16 D D 18 o 20 o 18 
- W - W - W - W -W - W 
Tree Sparrow Sp 14 Nll N N 1 Sp 25 o 30 o 5 
- W - W -W -W - W - W 
Chipping Sparrow S - o 5 S - S -
o 6 Au 15 o 26 
Clay-colored Sparrow 0 6 o 10 Sp 16 
0 24 
Brewer's Sparrow Sp 28 
Field Sparrow S - S - S - S -
Sp Au 31 o 17 Au 25 
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Scotts Lin- Brown Adams Lan- DeSoto Doug- Cass Ne-
Bluff coln caster Bend Sarpy rra'1a 
Harris' Sparrow Sp 28 o 16 o 29 o 2 o 2 o 18 
- W - H - W - W - W 
White-crowned Sparrow Sp 14 o 16 N13 o 20 
- W 
White-throated Sparrow o 9 017 Sp 25 o 3 
N 1 - W - H 
Fox Sparrow o 22 
N 10 
Lincoln's Sparrow o 3 Sp 11 
o 5 0 24 
Swamp Sparrow Sp 19 0 16 
Song Sparrow Sp 18 o 30 Jl 3 Jl 5 Sp 1 o 5 
D 18 - W - W - W - W 
Lapland Longspur D 31 N o 27 N 14 
- W - W - H 
Snow Bunting D N 14 
- W 
which can be expected in the area (in 1967 112 species were reported,NBR 
36: 58). The Little Blue Heron was seen on a sand bar at a distance of about 
50 feet by Mr. Chisholm and Grover Bl'ammel with the sun at their back. 
The Pad.elfords saw two Peregrine Falcons grooming themselves in a tree. 
They were immatures and lacked distinctive face markings, but the Padel-
fords saw no black axillars when the birds flew. 
DeSoto Bend National Wildlife Refuge, Washington County, Nebraska 
and Harrison and PottawattamieCounties, Iowa, 23 species. Graham 
Chisholm, Bellevue. This list, as was the case for Cass, is not an adequate 
presentation of the birds which can be expected: in the area. It was com-
piled by the editor from Mr. Chisholm's reports of first and last records 
and consequently includes only those species for which his first or last record 
for the season was at DeSoto. This is a good area (for instance, Piping 
Plovers and Least Terns nest there, N BR 38: 3) and it is to be hoped that 
more complete records can be compiled in the future. 
Douglas-Sarpy, Omaha and Bellevue, 182 species, Carl H. Swanson, 
Loren and Barbara Padelford, Graham Chisholm, R. G. Cortelyou, reporters, 
Terry Maxwell, W. A. Fiske. The Arctic Loon was discovered on Offutt Base 
Lake by Terry Maxwell and was watched for long periods of time by many 
people, some with scopes up to 60x, often at fairly close range. A gray shape 
seen in a fog December 5 was assumed to be a late Great Blue Heron. An im-
mature Nnght Heron seen Aug. 7 was believed to be a Yellow-crowned, but the 
identification was not positive. The Peregrine Falcon was an immature, seen 
by Mr. Chisholm at Hidden Lake, in Fontenelle Forest. The Whip-poor-will 
was seen in his back yard, which is next to the Forest, by Mr. Chisholm. 
These birds are undoubtedly present in the Forest (and other suitable areas) 
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every year, but are not picked up in the usual bird walk. Three young Mag-
pies were released in Omaha in the summer and at least one was present 
into February. An expanded comment will be published in the Notes. The 
Solitary Vireo record for October 17 was a voice record by Mr. Chisholm. The 
last sight record was October 3. The Black-thoated Blue Warbler, a male, was 
observed at 20 feet for 5 minutes by the Padelfords. The Summer Tanager 
was seen from the railroad tracks in Fontenelle Forest by Evelyn Conrad 
and Graham Chisholm. They specifically noted that the bird had no crest 
and that the wings were not black. The Snow Bunting was a single bird in 
with a small flock of Juncoes. The birds flew shortly after it was seen, and 
efforts to find it later in the day and on the next day were unsuccessful. 
Some of the observations reported on the Christmas Count are not included 
in this list, but the areas covered are not exactly the same. 
Lancaster, Lincoln, 192 species, Calvin Cink, Shirley Doole, DT. Esther 
Bennet, reporters, Jim Commers, Ed Fogerty, Dr. Norma Johnson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond C. Paige. This list does not include the December 19 records 
for Rough-legged Hawk and for Red-breasted Nuthatch shown in the Christ-
mas Count. An early Yellow-crowned Night. Heron was seen July 20. Prairie 
Falcon had been seen "several weeks" earlier by one of Mr. Cink's co-work-
ers. More details will be published separately. A late Mockingbird was re-
ported present from December 8 to 31. The Wood Thrush and the Veery 
were killed at a picture window in a fog. Mr. Cink reported seeing about 
eight Solitary Vireos in about an hour on September 11, when he is usually 
"lucky to see one". A late Tennesse Warbler was reported November 1. The 
Evening Grosbeaks were seen by Mr. Fogerty and Dr. Bennett at his feeders, 
and these were the only ones reported. 
Lincoln, Hershey, 87 species, Mrs. M. A. Cox. 
Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 76 species, Mrs. B. F. Mowery, reporter, Ida 
May Heywood. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 138 species, Mrs. Roy Witschy, reporter, Mrs. 
Harry Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, Miss Lydia Bolz, Roy Witschy. The 
Green Heron was seen by the Witschys at a small pond west of Riverside 
Park. Fifty Stilt Sandpipers were seen by the Witschys at a new pond west of 
town. It was just before sunset and the air was full of a hatch of insects, 
which the Stilts were sharing with hundreds of Red-wings and some other 
birds. The Poor-will was heard by Mrs. Brasher at her ranch cabin in the 
Wildcat Hills. The Broad-tailed Hummingbird was identified by Mrs. Bang-
hart. Two Cassin's Kingbirds were seen on a telephone wire near Winter 
Creek Lake by Mrs. Banghart, Miss Bolz, and Mrs. Witschy. The Ruby-
crowned Kinglet was in the Witschys' back yard. A male Baltimore Oriole 
was seen from December 17 to 31, and a Common Grackle was seen as late 
as December 5. Neither was seen after the cold weather set in. 
BOOK REVIEW 
BIRD WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE. Virginia C. Holmgren. The 
Seabury Press, New York, 1972. Pp. viii, 216. $6.95. 
This book attempts to do two things. First, it claims to identify as far 
as possible all the birds mentioned in the Bible and to deal with all the 
references to bird activities (song, migration, etc.) found there. To do this 
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Mrs. Holmgren has made use of thirteen different English translations of 
the Bible, and has checked and .cross-checked each of the nearly 300 pass-
ages that mention birds against the original Hebrew and Greek ornithological 
vocabulary. Secondly, the book attempts a popularization of this information 
by introducing comparisons with North American species identical or similar 
to those mentioned in the Bible. This is the "bird walk" mentioned in the 
title 'of the book, since one might be able to see these birds on a bird walk 
here in North America. To this Mrs. Holmgren has joined a large collec-
tion of strange facts and miscellaneous anecdotes about birds, as well as 
little homilies on conservation and other ornithological virtues. 
The sheer volume of work involvedl in identifying the birds of the Bible 
is most impressive, and the discussions of the problems involved in trying to 
discover the precise meaning of avian terminology used by ancient authors 
long before the modern concern for scientific classification or modern tools 
such as binoculars were even thought of is generally of real scholarly quality. 
However, in my opinion, the conclusions reached were frequently too facile, 
and I felt that there was an uncomfortable clash at times with the popular 
anecdotes and homilies, the often awkward device of the "bird walk", and 
the uncritical approach to the Bible as history. On the other hand, I know 
of nothing as thorough and complete in English on the birds in the Bible. 
A briefer treatment, but a happier combination of judicious scholarship and 
popular writing, can be found in the chapters on birds in All the Animals 
of the' Bible, by George Gasdale (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1970). 
Still, this book is in general interestingly written and full of interesting 
material. If one is, in the words of the jacket, "a Bible-buff who is a bird-
watcher or vice versa", he will find this a fascinating book. Fortunately, this 
reviewer qualifies completely in both respects. 
-Rev. Thomas A. Hoffman, 
Creighton University, Omaha 
A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF A PAIR OF 
GREAT HORNED OWLS AT HAY SPRINGS. NEBRASKA 
For the past few years there has been a pair of Great Horned Owls, 
Bubo virginianus, residing in and around the western Nebraska town of 
Hay Springs. The habits, nesting sites, and territories of the owls have 
really never been studied and little is known about them as far as the 
local citizens are concerned. Each evening when the city park is full of long 
dark shadows the hooting of the Great Horned Owls can be heard. 
Two owls have been noticed in dHferent areas of town at all times of 
the night. Their hooting has been heard by almost everyone I have talked 
with, yet nothing was really known about them. 
In the early part of February of this year (1971) I started observing 
them. The first thing was to find out if there were more than one pair 
occupying that part of the town. Only one pair was found. 
As soon as the sun slipped below the Pine Ridge west of Hay Springs 
the owls started calling in the city park on the southwest corner of town. 
Heavy growth of trees and few pebple made it a good roosting site. The 
pair of owls were observed several times a day from our office across the 
street from the city park. Very little activity was noticed during the day-
light, but the evening was quite different. 
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On February 4 I parked on the east side of the park and waited for 
sundown. At about 5 :20 p.m. both owls were located in the north part of 
the park about 20 feet up in a tree. The air was crisp and clear and the 
temperature was about 9° F. The male was preening his wing and tail 
feathers with his bill. He was identified first, or I assumed that it was the 
male, because he was brown in color and a little smaller than the other owl. 
Even though they sat quite close together the male started calling as if 
the female were miles away. His hooting was deep and very loud. He would 
bend in a tail-up head-low posture to call. His tail would spread slightly 
and his wings would hang down. 
All the time he was hooting the female paid little attention to him. She 
slowly ran her tail feathers through her bill. As each moment of the even-
ing went by the owls became more excited and aware of their surroundings. 
They looked toward any noise such a5 a dog barking or a car honking, but 
they did not pay much attention to me. A few minutes later both owls flew 
northeast toward the center of town and disappeared into the darkness. 
The next few days the pattern was repeated. The owls disappeared 
before I could follow them. On February 8 the male left the park first and 
flew to a telephone pole about a block away. The female followed him and 
as soon as she landed on the pole the male flew off northeast again. The 
female remained on the pole for about 15 minutes. Next she glided off the 
pole and landed in the top of the tree north of the elevator. The owl looked 
down on me as my car rolled to a stop across the street. The owls seemed 
very interested in any dog or cat which passed by. Now and then the female 
glanced down at me. At 5 :53 p.m. she glided out of the tree and landed on 
the walkway on the lower part of the elevator and disappeared between the 
buildings. 
On February 9 at 5 :00 p.m. one owl was located near the top of an elm 
tree on the east side of the park. At 5 :15 p.m. it stretched its neck and 
wings and started hooting. A quick reply came from the other owl some-
where in the north part of the park. The first owl appeared "nervous" by 
jumping from one branch to another as it called. 
At 5 :28 p.m. when the second owl, which I believe was the male, flew to 
a tree about twenty feet away from me, the first owl started ripping and 
tearing at the bark on a large branch of the elm. This owl, I believe, was 
the female. She failed to answer the male's call after the first few times 
and a few minutes later, she flew to the tree the male was in and landed next 
to him. The male, which looked a little smaller but was about the same 
color, continued to call. 
At 5 :50 p.m. the male flew to the telephone pole northeast of the park. 
The female soon followed, but the male left immediately. The female stayed 
at the pole for a few minutes and then quietly flew off south. While she was 
on the telephone pole she blended into the surroundings perfectly. Her body 
looked like the top of the pole but her horn-like feathers gave her away. 
The next day Mr. Pete Wait, the elevator manager, told me the owls 
raised two young at the elevator the year before. The nest, located on the 
walkway between the buildings at the back of the elevator, was flat and 
made of sticks and straw. The only remains of food was a cotton tail rab-
bit's hind leg. Some feathers were also present. 
On February 14 I examined peIlets under the roosting sites in the park. 
One of the owls, believed to be the female, watched from a high branch 
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about three-fourths of an inch thick. She sat at an angle which made her 
body parallel with a large branch of the tree and made her very difficult to 
see. The majority of the pellets were composed of tiny bones and fur. White 
wash was noted under different trees, but not where the major number of 
pellets were. When two squirrels about 20 feet away chased each other 
through the tree tops, the owl awakened and stretched her neck. She 
watched the squirr~ls closely. To my surprise several song birds were' in and 
around the trees near the owl but showed no excitement or fear while flying 
close by. 
On February 15 I first noticed the owls copulating in a large tree near 
the center of the park and a few minutes later on a telephone pole. The 
male flew off southeast and eight minutes later the female flew towards 
the east. 
The next five weeks the owls followed the same patterns with many 
stops at the nesting site at the elevator. At times they would sit on 
the railing at the top of the elevator watching the people going home from 
work. Almost any night they could be heard hooting in the darkness. 
Mr. Harry Skeen, the city's night policeman related the following inci-
dent: "I was parked by the G & S Auto Store watching up Main Street at 
about 12 :30 one night when I saw a cat running full speed down the street. 
I couldn't imagine what was going on. Then I saw an owl, one of these 
Horned Owls, right behind it. The cat ducked under a parked car so that 
the owl didn't catch it. I'll bet that cat stayed under there a half hour", 
he laughed. 
One clea.r, cool evening in April I parked by the elevator office. The 
sun was almost down when one of the owls flew over and landed on some 
old elevators across the street. There are many holes around the large pipes 
which run to the supply buildings below. The Horned Owl seemed to be 
patroling the holes maybe in hopes of catching some mice. Many different 
times of the evening I have observed the owls on the pipes, near broken 
windows, and other openings to the elevator. 
A check of the nest in mid-April showed some bones and fur of rabbits 
and the skins of a field mouse. 
The owls were observed many times throughout March and April but 
in early May they could not be found in the park nor at the nesting site. 
Yet their hooting could be heard in the darkness. A check of the nest 
showed .that it had been covered by grain which had spilled out of an over-
head pipe. Rain had made the grain sprout and the nest was a solid green 
cover of wheat plants. The pair must have moved to a new locations. 
-Douglas A. DeCastro 
Hay Springs 
PRAIRIE FALCON IN LANCASTER COUNTY 
The Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus Schlegel) a common migrant 
in the western half of Nebraska but is rare in the east. Eastern records are 
noted most often in the winter months. A single bird has been seen regular-
ly every winter since 1967 in Beatrice, Gage County (Fiala, NBR 38 :49) 
and one individual was observed by Leon Strickland near Lincoln, Lancaster 
County on 1 January 1971 (NBR 39 :8). A Prairie Falcon is listed as hav-
ing been seen in either Douglas or Sarpy County on 21 October 1969 (NBR 
38 :30) but no reference is made to the rarity of the observation. 
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I was surprised, in the light of these few records, to discover a Prairie 
Falcon on 12 November 1971 at a lumberyard on the west edge of Lincoln 
(Section 5, T-10N, R-6E). The Falcon was perched on a stack of lumber 
about 100 meters from the main building and away from most of the activity 
of the yard. The bird allowed me to park within 125 feet of the stack and I 
observed all the identifying features of the species with binoculars at my 
leisure. The Falcon basked in the noonday sun, preening its back and belly 
and occasionally stretching out its long wings. I lamented over the fact 
that my camera with telephoto lens was tucked under the seat of the car 
just waiting for such an excellent opportunity, but without any film! By 
the time I returned to take its portrait the Falcon had flown away. 
The Prairie Falcon had been seen several weeks earlier by an employee 
of the lumberyard and I subsequently saw the bird again twice in the same 
general vicinity: once on 20 November and once on 29 November. It un-
doubtedly was hunting both times that I saw it because it made several 
passes through groups of House Sparrows, which are abundant about the 
lumberyard. I observed a Prairie Falcon again on 16 January 1972 near 
Pawnee Lake (approximtely 5 miles west of the lumberyard) but whether 
or not this was the same bird is uncertain. Although I was always able to 
get close enough to the Falcon in all these instances to identify it, I never 
again was close enough to photograph it. 
-Calvin L. Cink 
Department of Zoology 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln 
NOTES 
LITTLE BLUE HERON. I saw a Little Blue Heron at Stagecoach 
Lake August 7, 1970 which was not reported. It was in the white phase, and 
I watched it for some time to be sure it was a heron and not an egret. 
- Carol Kinch; Lincoln 
CATTLE EGRETS. On 13 May, 1972, while participating in the Audu-
bon Society of Omaha's spring bird count, Evelyn Conrad, Babs Padelford, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Svenningsen (San Francisco - Golden Gate 
Audubon) saw a Cattle Egret in the Calhoun Street marsh, Bellevue. When 
we first entered the marsh we saw an Egret and mistakenly thought it was 
one of the Common Egrets that were staying in the .area this spring. As 
we got closer to it we realized that this bird was considerably smaller. We 
all noted the rusty coloring on the head. It flew away as we were watching 
it and it was riot seen by anyone else, to my knowledge. 
- Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
The second sighting of a Cattle Egret in Nebraska in just a week oc-
curred in Holt County, along U.S. Highway 20, just about two miles from 
the Rock County line, on 19 May 1972. I was with Loren and Babs Padelford 
on our way to Valentine for the NOU meeting. I spotted the white object 
about one thousand yards or more from the road (south side) in a partly 
flooded field. We stopped, but I wasn't even convinced we had a bird for a 
moment. But Loren put this scope on it, and it began to move a bit, and 
there was no doubt. The size eliminated the Common Egret, and the shape 
and bill color eliminated the Snowy Egret. In spite of our distance, the bird 
flew off within a minute or so after we had identified it. By the most 
fortunate of circumstances, Babs Padelford was one of those who saw the 
first cattle Egret just six days earlier.- Rev. Thomas A. Hoffman, Om,aha 
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I have Cattle Egrets \vith one of my cow herds again. (6 June 1972) 
It is the first time I have had a pair. I always had singles before.! sure 
hope they nest here. It could be difficult to find it even if they do, as they 
are in a very large basin area. I have seen one other Cattle Egret in a 
different basin this spring. It could possibly be one of the two I have now, 
though, as it could have moved. - L.ee Morris, Benedict 
WHITE-F ACED IBIS. On 27 May 1971 I saw two White-faced Ibis 
feeding along the shore of the small lake east of Hyannis. When I traveled 
that way two weeks later I could no longer find them. 
-Julia Joyce Brasher, Gering 
WOOD DUCKS. The afternoon of 6 June 1971 Mrs. Thomas D. Burnes 
of 5204 Cass Street, Omaha, heard a fluttering sound in her front room 
foyer and found it was caused by a female Wood Duck and her twelve 
ducklings, estimated to be about three days old. The front door had been 
open because Mrs. Burnes was painting. With the help of neighbors, Sara 
Newman and Mrs. Guy Smith, the ducks were rounded up, and through 
Miss Newman, who works at FonteneUe Forest, the ducks were released 
in the Forest. Happy Hollow Boulevard is at the foot of the block (to the 
west) and beyond that are Memorial Park and the grounds of Brownell-
Talbot School. A small stream, with trees around it, is just west of the 
Boulevard. Apparently no one had any prior indication that there were 
Wood Ducks in the area. Mr. John Douglas, who lives just east of the 
Burneses, suspects that they nested in a cavity in one of his trees, because 
of the wood particles he found under it. The cavity is too difficult to reach 
to allow him to check the interior. This cavity is in a tree in the parking 
on Fifty-second Street, which carries a lot of traffic. 
-R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
HA WKS AND FALCONS. There sure are a lot of Rough-legged 
Hawks here this winter, and I've never seen as many Prairie Falcons as I 
have the last several days. On 4 December 1971 I saw three in a four-mile 
drive. I even saw one Peregrine Falcon on 3 December. It was on a light 
pole along the road in one of the big basins close to here. I haven't seen 
very many of them, so figured that it was a real good find. 
- Lee Morris, Benedict 
BROAD-WINGED HAWK. I saw a Broadwinged Hawk at Lake Ma-
loney 5 June 1972. I began wondering how common it might be in the area 
and found it wasn't in Tout's Birds of L.incoln County, and then I found that 
I had not included it in my Additions to Lincoln County Checklist (NBR 
36 :54) although a part of the group saw one when the Colorado Bird Club 
came to Lincoln County on a field trip, 23 April 1960 (NBR 28 :61). 
- Gail M. Shickley, Eldora, Colorado 
BLACK-NECKED STILT. Clyde Johnson, Omaha, found two Black-
necked Stilts on Crescent Lake Refuge 28 May 1972, and notified me. From 
30 May to 5 June only one was present, and after that it was not seen, as 
far as I know. - Mary M. Tremaine, Omaha 
CRESCENT LAKE WILDLIFE REFUGE. White-faced Ibis seen 11 
June 1972. Nine Cinnamon Teal males were seen. They must be breeding, 
but documentation is difficult. Long-billed Curlews were more abundant 
than I have seen them in 10 years. The numbers of Upland Plover were 
down markedly, as they were for Eared Grebe, Western Grebe, and ducks. 
Avocet numbers were up, but the nesting season was not successful for 
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them - heavy rains drowned out the nests. Bobolinks were very abundant, 
in contrast to 5 years ago, when they were very rare. Eastern Meadowlarks 
were more common than Western! Both might result from the fact that it 
has been wetter than the previous years. Two pairs of Dickcissels bred this 
year. 
- Mary M. Tremaine, Omaha 
COMMON REDPOLL. 'During January and February, 1972, Common 
Redpolls (Acanthis flammea) were frequently observed in Saline and Lan-
caster Counties. For a period of over a month a dozen or more birds fre-
quented the cemetery at Crete. A number of photos were taken of the birds 
as they foraged among the weeds and in Eastern Red Cedar trees. 
- C. W. Huntley, Crete 
CHUCK-WILVS-WIDOW. I live on a farm three miles due west of 
the business section of Peru. On 25 May 1972 I heard the Chuck-will's-
widow. On 7 June Loy Mowery and Winifred Koontz of Auburn came to our 
farm. I drove about a quarter of a mile east in pasture land and we got out 
and took our seats on freshly-baled hay for the concert (and found we had 
a Mockingbird which I hadn't known was in my territory). By 9:10 P.M. 
the Chuck-will's-widow started calling in the woods near by, sometimes com-
ing very near and then from a more distant place. I was very elated about 
the way it performed for my guests. 
- Ida May Heywood, Peru 
WESTERN KINGBIRD. Generally Western Kingbirds, although not as 
common as the Eastern Kingbird, are common enough around West Point 
to be seen almost every day in June and July. 1971 was the exception. I 
did not observe any nesting or otherwise during the entire summer. On 
August 21 I saw a family group of four, half a mile north of the Dodge 
County line and a quarter mile west of Cuming Creek. On August 25 I saw 
five birds in the same general area. I have no explanation for their reduced 
numbers. 
-Larry L. Einemann, West Point 
THE CASE OF THE SHANGHOIED MAGPIES. On 5 Nov. 1971 our 
postman, Mr. LeRoy Branson, described to me a bird that had come totheir 
feeder. It sounded like a Black-billed Magpie to me, and he verified it from 
a picture. He lives about two blocks north of us, and agreed that they would 
call us when the bird showed up again. After an unsuccessful trip for each 
of us, on 8 November Mrs. Cortelyou got there before the bird left and 
verified that it was indeed a Magpie. I called Dr. Roger Sharpe at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha and he said that his students had reported the 
birds (there had been two at first) to him about 15 September; that one 
had been found dead on a street and! had been made into a skin; and that 
they probably were young birds that had been released in Omaha. Early 
in December Mrs. Robert Cochran, who lives a few block northwest of the 
Bransons, told Mrs. Cortelyou that the bird had appeared at their place 
about Thanksgiving; that it came to be fed when she called "here maggie"; 
that it was rather tame (the Bransons said the same thing) and let her get 
within about an arm's length of it; and that the feathers on one wing looked 
as if they had been cut off. Mrs. Harlan Mossman said that there had been 
some Magpies in September around the area southeast of Memorial Park 
(the Bransons live northeast of it, and the Cochrans north of the northeast 
corner). Mr. Branson and Mrs. Cochran both said that the bird was last 
seen about the middle of February. In the mean time I had been checking 
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with friends of friends, and their friends, and so on, and finally reached 
a lady who lived southeast of the Park (unfortunately I misplaced the scrap 
of paper with her name and phone number) who said that her son Doug1as 
and his cousin had: taken the Magpies (three) from a nest near Chapman 
(Merrick County) in July and kept them in a cage in her yard. Douglas had 
intended to teach the birds to talk, but when he saw that the wire floor of 
the cage was injuring the birds' feet he released them about the middle of 
August. The birds stayed around a while, but gradually s.pent more time 
away. One had come back as late as January, not long before I talked to 
her. She said that the birds tendedt to group into two and one. 
-R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN. On 6 August 1971, after traversing 
an uncut native prairie along an oxbow lake of the Elkhorn River some six 
miles south of West Point, and about half mile west of US 275, I heard 
some strange, very secretive, hirds. These turned out to be Short-billed 
Marsh Wrens. The area had a dense population of prairie grasses and asso-
ciated marsh plants that typically border lakes and low areas. This was my 
first encounter with these Wrens. I can only speculate on their presence as 
possible breeders. Additional sightings were made on 21 and 25 August. 
Since the summer was quite dry, the grass was not cut for hay until Sep-
tember. Usually it is done much earlier. Perhaps this allowed a suitable 
habitat to persist and thus kept these Wrens in the area. 
-Larry L.. Einemann, West Point 
